Graphic tracings of condylar paths and measurements of condylar angles.
A study was carried out to determine the accuracy of different methods of measuring condylar inclination from graphical recordings of condylar paths. Thirty subjects made protrusive mandibular movements while condylar inclination was recorded on a graph paper card. A mandibular facebow and intraoral central bearing plate facilitated the procedure. The first method proved to be too variable to be of value in measuring condylar angles. The spline curve fitting technique was shown to be accurate, but its use clinically may prove complex. The mathematical method was more practical and overcame the variability of the tangent method. Other conclusions regarding condylar inclination are outlined.